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May 17, 2006

Ms Andrea Horwath

M.P.P. for Hamilton East

Room 139, Main Legislature Building
Queen’s Park

Toronto, Ontario

M7A 1A5

Dear Ms Hoirwath:

RE:  Bill 210, the Child and Family Services Statute Law Amendment Act. 2006

Upon review of Hansard yesterday, I noted reference to my jurisdiction over the Child
and Family Services Review Board under Bl 210, the Child and Family Services Statute
Lerw Amendiment Act, 2006. As you know, 1 have maintained that the ability to bring
complaints about children’s aid societies to the Board is not a substitute for independent
investigative oversight of children’s aid societies. The Board is an adrainjstrative
tribunal. Iis jurfsdiction is limited to considering allegations against children’s aid
sociaties in the circumstances set out in the Act, and as eventually prescribed by
regulation. This creates an adversarial and imbalanced process in which the resources of
children’s aid societies are pitted against those of ndividuals, Thers is no independent
fact~-finding done by the Board.

At present, only a few types of allegations trigger a mandatory obligation on the Board to
hold a hearing. Tnmany cascs, the Board will have the discretion to determine whether to
hear a matter.

Bill 210 does net jntroduce meaningfirl oversight of children’s aid societies. While the
Ombudsman has jurisdiction over the Board, our review would be limited to considening
whether the Board acted in accordance with adminisirative faimess principles during its
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procedures and in issuing its reasovs. An Ombudsman investigation is not an appeal of
the Board’s decision, and would not involve an investigation of the underlying
complaints about children’s aid societies. These would continue to remain immune fom
independent investigative oversi ght.

Yours truly,

André Marin
Ombudsran

o: Minister Mary Anne Chambers, MPP Howagrd Hampton, Premier Dalion MeGuinty, MPP Julia
Munro, MPP John Tary




