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1. Name of deceased L I
Nom du (de lat déluniey Latricia {Trish) Carpenter

2. Dale and time of deatt
Dato ot haurs du décss  Seplember 25th, 1992; 08:50

3 Place of death ] )
Liew du décds 205 Yonge Streelt, Torento, Ontario

a4, Cause of death . i
Cause du déces Asphyxialion

% By what meana A , . i . .
Crreansiancas emovrant lo dachs Caused by Lhe vigtim being inverted in a 22 by 23 inch hole,

12 inches in depth, with 2 near lLoxic alcohol content.

VERDICYT CF CORONER'S JURY

Based on the evidence heard at this inquest, we the jury conclude that

the natuze . of Patricgia {Trish) Carpenter's death is suspicious. llowever,

there is insufficient evidence to gonclude bhalt her death is a homicide.

e We the jury..upanimeusly make the following recommendaticong which may

aathg of this nature.

-assist dn the prevenlbion of fukure Our recommenda-

lions are summarized under bthree general categories..which includes
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‘N wish 1o ivako 1ha loliowing recommerndations: # Nous seuhailons laira las recommandslions suivantes:
SUCIAL SERVICES ‘
1.1 That Lhe Child and Family Services Act, Seclbion 37 be amended Lo provide

police with aurtheority to épprehend youth under the age of sixteen who

they consider alt risk to themselves, others, or from others.

1.2 That existing and other social service agencles Lo augment their

facililies and programs Lo mect the special needs of youth between Lhe

ages of twelve and sixteon.

1.3 That consideration be given Lo the establishment of a self-regulating,

body comprised of the social service network including the police to:

a) Coordinate programs

b) DEnhance communication

c) Share information with the common objeclive of protecting youths

at risk.

11.4 That parents be given Lhe right to obtain information from bthe police,

and_social service agenciles regarding the where abouts, health welfare,

and safelty of their children provided this does not pubt the youth at

risk.

‘1.5 _ That youth under the age of sixteeun be provided access to health

——SBrvices which bargel the health and addicltion problems which put thew

alk _risk

Ao That educabion retabing to the risks and potential conseqguences of

gtreelt life be promolted through a variety of channels including:

a) 'The educational system

b) Provincial Government advertlsing

¢} Social Service Agencies

d) Other interested organizations
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CONSTUCTICN SAFETY .

2.1 tﬁ)That the intent qnd relevant gections of lthe Occupational Healtk\and
Safety Ackt and Regulations for Construction Projeclts, be changed Lo
include both the safety of workers and Lhe general public.

2.2 <E>That it be mandatory for the Ministry of Labour to issue a "liazard Alert"
for all deaths occuring on a construction site, outlining the circum-

.. stances, contributing factors and preventative measures.

2.3 1 ™ )that it be the responsibility of Lhe general contractor and employees

to ensure that the proper authoriﬁies are notified Lo remove any un- .

authorized persons from or in the vicinity of their construction site.

POLICE INVESTIGATION PROCEDURES

3.1 (Ea'That appropriate tests be conducted on all evidence discovered abt the
scene of a suspicious dealth Lhat in some way might be linked .to:the
potential cause of death. '

].2(&D) That Lhe warrants of apprehension for both Kevin Minchin and Robert
Deraiche be extended until police have had the opportunity to fully

question them in this case,

NO'TE : ALL RECCMMENDATIONS UNANIMOUS




TIE CORONERS ACT - PROVINCE OF ONTARIO

VERDICYT EXPLANATION - A

NAME OF DECEASED: Ms Patricia ("Trish") Cerpenter  aka Tamara Smoke

.
by

SHORT SUMMARY OF CIRCUMS'YANCES SURROUNDING LEATH:

On Triday, September 25th, 1992 workmen arrived on a constructlon site at 205

- Yonge Street, and were starltled and upset to find two feel sticking out from a pmall
2 It x 2 rt, hole. Upon closer examination, they reallsed that this was a body and they
called the police. Police, ambulance personnel, coroner,-all arrived, and ihe deccascd
{still with identity unknown, and cause of death unknown) was removed and taken to the
Coroner's Bullding. Although the identity was not established for some time, meticulous
examination of %the site was made by the police personnel, and statements were taken lrom
all of the workmen on site......and finally, statements from three of the four companions
of the late girl, all on the morning of September 25th, 1992 It was not until 1400
houts that the Investigating Detective met with an Inspector from the Mnlstry of Labuour,
and, other senior management of the sitej~z=—the site, noting that protective hoarding
had been placed over the hole where the girl had been found, and snow fencing had becn
erected and two gaps in the hoarding had bzen closed with hosrding., It was quite a change
but the Ministry of Labour was nol concernzd hecause the deceased was not a workman, but
a member of the public. This later was to become a matier of concern to the Coroner.

The background was that of street kids, or curb kids, in Toronto, and more specifically,
of the place of the aboriginal kids in this social (7) fabric. In addition, considera-
tion had to be given Lo the decp problem of the legislation enacted since the Biil: of
Rights....namely, the Child and PFamily Services Act which allows for no residentlal caru
of kids under the age of 16 years, excdpt under the Children's Aid Society, cr the fumily,
if the latter is able to cope. Nobhing now can be done to get kids under the age ol

16 years off the sireet unless they become felons or prostitutes. The Young Offonders
Act, 1985 which replaced the 0ld Juvenile Delinguency Act removed from the. police thelr
ability to approach a young person, obviously under age 16 years, and NEW to the strcel
scene, to assist in getiing Lthat kid off the streel before it would be toe late. Sinco
we have 3000 to Y4000 new strect kids arriving in Torento every year, and that of thuse
some 20% to 45% are all under the age of 16 years, there is a great problem in trylng

to bring to them shelter, warmth, food, health care, before they enter into crime.

Also, in 1988 the Native Child and Family Services was founded in Toronto, because it
had been found that the Child Welfare 3ystem was not serving the needs of native children
in Toronto, or in other cities, or on the Reserves......Statistics show that 50% of
native kids are adoptive breakdowns and are on our streets, or elsewhere, and the ARP
caleulates that 20% of the street kids in Toranto are aborignal/native. The under-
funding for help for these native children has been quoted as being severs: out of
$1.00,000,000 set aside for Child Welfare in Ontarie, only $45,000 is allocated to native
children issues. (This information was gilven by the Executive Director of the Nalive
Child and Family Services, Torontc, and may be on the conservative side.)

The now deceased girl, Trish, although born in Toronte, was an aboriginal girl, who was
known as a "runner", having run away [rom her broken home when she was only 12 years ol
age, and having been for some time in the care of the Catholic Children's Aid Soclety.

No matter what the C.C.A.5, did for her, she always ran away from any help, and endod up
.on the streets, with her boy friend, R.D., who was more than elght years her senior, and
gtreetuise. She had friends. She had a baby boy when she was only 14 years of age.
She lived with him, sometimes she went home, and other times she bedded down in one of
several hostels avallable to her, because many of the hostels never asked for T.D. nor
fgr age, and when anyone did, she ldentified herself as Tamara Smoke, and over the age ol
156 years. . .

She was NOT a prostitute. She and her friends made their money by panhandling, and then
they would buy alecohol, glue, and often other drugs, and when those were gone, would
return to panhandling. I'or some weeks prior to the birth of the bahy, some hostels
knew she was pregnant, and finaliy she obtained a Health Card and was able to get pre-
natal care and the baby was born in July at St.Michael's Hospital. She kept her baby.



THE CORONERS ACYT - PROVINCE Or ONTARLO

VERDLCY EXPLANATION - A

NAME OF DECEASED: Ms, Patricia (“Trish") Carpenter aka Tamara Smoke

-

SHORT SUMMARY OF CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING DEATH:

She had lived at her mother's home for a few weeks before the birth of the baby, and
again for some weeks post partum—-—~—-- but then she wanted to lsave home, wita the baby,
and manage on her own. She went to Jessie's where s.e and the haby were welceme,
and she was able & gei back to some schooling. Her real desirs was to get off the
street, and io this end, now that some of lhe Agencies were communicating with each
other, success had been achieved on September 24th: she and the baby were to be accepted

into Massey House even though she was under the age of 16 years. This centre is
atlached to the C.C.A, Sociely and is a 6 month programme, plus another 6 months, with
sone hope ol exbenslen. But Trish never begame aware that she’had been accepted, as

she died that night or early the morning of Shptember 25th,

!

On September 24th, in the afternoon, Trish and R.D., K.M., B.K., and Vee got together
for a "party". They drank two bottles of wine in the afternocn, and then with their
aoccunulated wealth .from panhandling, they btought a 60 oz bottle of rye, some coca cola,
some glue, and went in behind the hoardings at 205 Yonge Street around 1730 hours to
party. Some workmen saw them, waved, bubt did not tell them to leave. Later in the
night, Trish passed out and two of the men were unable to get her up off the ground and
decided to leave her there. They and Vee certainly intended to weturn for her, The
companions seemedic drift off..... one, K.M, after fighting with,two of the men, simply
Jjumped over the hoardings and was gone. R.D. was taken to St=Michael's Hospltal for
a lacetation and later, we believe, ended up at Sealon House. Eue'oﬁhep two were traced
to a bank machine where they slept for the rest of the night.

When the body was discovered in the hole excavated for an outdoor stair, (excavated in
mid-July) R.D. came onto the site obviously looking for Trish, although he had not
named her. e was taken in for questioning and with his help, Vee and R.K. (the latter
two were credible witnesses at the inquest) were ildentified panhandling at the World’s
Largest Bookstore, and were also taken in for questioning. The Homicide Squad was
involved in the investigation, reviewed the site, and the photos taken by Headquarters
Identification Bureau, and all that was found on site was finger-printed, or at least,
attempts were made to finger print all of the evidence. This proved to be an impossible
tagk as prints could not always be 1lifted.

The autopsy was carried out the following morning with due haste and an act, or acts,

of vioclence ruled out by the pathologist. He stated that she had died of asphyxiation,
due to being in the inveried position in the narrow hole, with a blood zlechol level of
288 mgn %, a near lethal level. ‘ '

There were many theories as to how she got into that hole. 411 labourers, workmen,

and those assccilated with the site, declared that it was impossible foxr her to have
stunbled and fallen into the hole; others covld find no evidence of homicide, the others
being veterans in the Homiclde squad. Tn2re was an impasse, that was settled by the
fact that the mother of the deceased simply had te have all of the information hrought
forward at an inguest, and, it was evident that there were so many issues involving
street kids in general, that an inquest could prove to be extremely useful if recommendati-
could be brought forward to the attention 'eof the Government.

The inquest, therefore, was set for February, lst, 1993, and the Verdict and Recommeralio:

Were unanimous. The Jury heard from 3 witnesses. More could have been sought for
_even more opinions, but they were given the highlights of what is being done, and what can
done under current legislation, for these kids under the age of 16 years. It is hoped

also that the special needs of the aboriginal/native kids will be further examined aflter
these flndings are presented to the Chief Coroner's Office,

k/// /m/j//u&@w/b

Margaret RB. Milton, M.D. Corone)
Feb, 16-19th, 1993
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THE CORONERS ACT - PROVINCE OF ONTARLOC

VERDICT EXPLANATION - B

NAME OF DECEASED: Mg, Patricia ("Trish") Carpenter  aka Tamara Smoke .
REASON FOR EACH RECOMMENDATION WITH BRIEF EXPLANATION: .

S0CIAL SERVICES

1.1l. That theChild and Family Services Act, Section 37, be amended to provide
police with authority to apprehend youth under the age of sixteen who they
conglder at risk to themselves, others, or from others.

Explapation: Detective David PERRRY, of the Juvenile Task Force, gave ev1dence that
since the enactment of the Young Offenders Act, police have been unable to
get children under the age of sixteen, off the street because they have
lost the authority to arrest as they had under the Juvenile Delinqunecy Act,
unless the child has become a felon or a prostitute.

1.2. 'That existing. end other social service agencles to augment their facilities and

" programmes to meet the special needs of youth between the ages of twelve and sixteen,

Ixplanation: 'The fact is that there are now thousands of kids under the age of sixtcen,
on the streets near Yonge Street core, and that that number will again be

graatly increased come the spring. Statistics were given that there arc
between 3000 and 4000 new run-aways on Toronto streets every year, and that
the majority of the new kids are all under the age of sixteen, For them

to be admitted to one of the many hostels that have sprung up from mecessity,
they cannot be admitted if under age sixteen years, and so they lie about their

age and identity. The Jury felt that foreoing a child %o lie in order to
find shelter, when in need, should be addressed in Legislation, since if

"caught", these children by law would have to be turned over to theChildren's

Aid Society.

1.3 That consideration be given to the establistment of a self-regulating bedy comprised

of the social service network including the police to:
a) Coordinate programs
b) Enhance communication ) _
¢) Share infoxmation, with the. common objective of protecting youth at risk.

Explanation: It appeared in evidence that Trish had learned how to use, the many
facilities availableto youth aged 16 years and over, and that she could get
whatever she wanted by using a fake name, fake I.D., and she knew thal no

one hositel would communicate with the other because of "confidentiality" and
the accepted wisdom of these workesrs that they had to gain the "trust of their
clients" and so would not try to [ind out where else they may have beén secking

help. This recommendation is self-explanatory. Only Covenant Houso
had a good sized file on Trish, and knew about the other agencies where she
had received help, until the third week of September, 1992, when somehow
they got together {some of them) and organized to gel her accepted to Nassey
House . ‘

1.4 1That pavents be given the right to obtain information from the police, and social
service agencles regarding the where abouts, health, welfare and safety of their
chlldren, provided this dves nof put the youth at rlsk.

lixplanation: In Trish's case, her mothex sought her cut through the police, as well
. as through the Courts, and was heart-breakingly unsuccessful, comlng up
contimually against the brick-wall of "confidentiality"....the child comes
first. It was shown in evidence that the vasi majority of the children
have run away from abusive situations, but for ihe parent(s) who sincerely
are looking for a child, to have the police and soclal agencies put the

privacy of the child on the street, higher than the concem of a parent, seemed
to this Jury, and to many of the witnesses, hard to believe. They felt that
parents have every right to be assisted in finding that child----and it would

‘be understood that if the child had run from an abusive situation, the child
would be protected.

% S bea .A.f',"\



THE CORONERS ACT - PROVINéE OF ONTARIOC

' VERDICT EXPLANATION - B

NAME OF DECEASED: Ms, Patricia ("Trish") Carpenter  aka Tamara SMOKE

.o ~

REASON [FOR EACH RECOMMENDATION WIT BRIEF EXPLANATION:
I

1.5 That youth under the age of sixteen be provided access to health cervices which
targetl the health and addiction problems which put them at risk.

Ixplanation: Thls recommendation is self-explanatory. Because a child under the ago
of sixteen must lie in order to¢ 'get a Health Caxd, thatchild may never get
health care. In the case of Trish, she became pregnant, and finally was
able to get pre-natal care and was admitted to hospital for dellvery of the
child. ©She also was able to have assistance from Public Health Nurses, ete.

But the bigger plcture ls that of the addictions that are rampant amongst
street- and curb-kids, Although the Addiction Research Foundation has
spread out to assist these children, the hostels currentlly operating for
young adults do not have associated with them any health.care workers (i.e.
doctors), and the lack of a Health (amd was seen as a hindrance in the carc
of these kids who get spaced out on alcohol, drugs, anything, to ease the
pain of being onthe streets..

1.6 lhat education relating to the risks and potentlal consequences of street 1life be
promoted through a variely of channels including:

a) The educational system
b) Provincial Government advertising
¢) Social Service Agencies

d) Othexr interested organizations,

Explanation: The Juvenile Task Force already is taking programmes into the high
. schools and wherever they are asked to speak. However, it was apparent
that reaching high school students is too late in life: that education ro
the dangers of street 1ife in Toronto, in particular, should be brught to
the attention of kids in Grades ¢, 7 and 8....1.e. in elementary scheol.

The actual films and material in the library of ihe Metro Police Force could
be used to great advantage, bubt used according te the age and sophistication
of the audience. For: example, the more expressive and detalled tapes
could be used for Heme and School Meetings, and also for various service
elubs, such as Lhe Kiwanians and Rotarians, and various Church organizations.

It is hoped that the Provincial Goverment may develop warning spots' on

TV, in prime time, aimed at young listeners (such as the later spots devoted
to worker safety), with the actors and aciresses being drawn from their own
age-group. Whatever is to be done, the Jury saw that 1t is urgent that
education ke at the forefront because "today's youbth will he tomerrow's
adults" and we will be losing a whole generation....soon.

CONSTRUCTION SAFRTY

2.1 That the intent and relevant sectioms of the Occupational Health and Safety Act and
Regulations for Construction Projects, be changed to include beth the safety of
workers and the general public.

Fxplanation: - This is obvious. But, o go back to the scene where Trish was found
dead, upside down in an excavation that was only 2 x 2 ft {but 6 feet deep),
having fallen there, or besn placed there, during the howrs of darkness,
while intoxicated, it 1s obyious that that hole ocught to have heen left
covered by a plank or plywood or been surrounded by some type of hoarding.
None of the workers on site were overly concerned about this hole......and
none of them ithought that anyone could fall into it. They, as workmen, were
completely oblivious to the danger. The fact was that ONE girl had ended up
in that hole, and died. She had not died prior to being found upended.

Hoardings are there to protect the site and the workmen..,...but the Jury
felt thal even though street kids could jump over hoardings, nenetheless, o
site ought to be completely enclosed, and more thought must be given to the

safety of the public. It was pointed out that there are thousands of slzeet

-~ P T L



THE CORONERS ACT - PROVINCE OF ONTARIO

VERDLCT EXPLANATION - 1

a ] [} 1 i
NAME OF DECEASED: Ms., Patricia ("Trish") Garpenter aka Tamaxa Smoke -

REASON TOR EACH RECOMMENDATION WLLIH BREIEF EXPLANATION: Lo

-

kids who are attracted not only to stalrwells, to roof-tops, to parks, but also

to construction sites because they so often provide for them privacy from the
police and other kids (or gangs), andalso, in the cold, provide them with some
weather protecticn, and iF lucky, even with tarpaulins. When drunk oxr incbri-
ated on other drugs, they would, in the dark, have a greater propensity to fall
or injure themselves on the sites which otherwise might seem safe to workmen.

2.2, That it be mandatory for the Ministry of Labour to issue a "Hazard Alert" for all
deaths oceurring on a consiruclion site, outlining thecircumstances, contributing
factcrs and preventative measures,

Explangtion: The treatment of the site where Trish had died by the Inspector from
the Ministry of Labour was criticiszed. The Inspector had issued an cxdexr
on September 25th, 1992, alter meeting with the Investigating Officer, and with
the owner of the site, and the General Contractor of the site, and took pictures,
etec. However, he arrived at 1400 heurs, and between the hours of 1130 and 1400
hours, hoardings had been erected {one bisecting the hole where Trish's body had
been found), snow fencing was up, railings up, etc. The Inspector had been
told by the Investigalting O0fficer that the entire area where Trish's body had been
found had been altered. But, the inspector wxote up his report with no mention
of the girl's body having been found on site, nor any details as to what had
preceded her death. In fact, he had taken no statements from any of the werkexns
uwntil January 10th ox 12th, 1993, even though he had been informed that an
inquest would be held on Februatry lsi, so informed on October 12th, 1992,

Because he had been advised that the Occupaticnal Health and Safety Act covered
only the workers and not someone found dead in a hole/excavation on the site, the
Inspector acted as though the death of Trish had not even occeurred, This
recommendatinn was made so that Construction Gompanies/ Cenersl Contractors and
the Ministry of Labour, would strive to warn all other ccmpanies that suspiclous
deaths, accidental deaths, eto., can happen on thelr siteg If their sites are not
left secured and with all holes covered after work hours.

1t : . ‘

2.3 That it be the responsibility, of the general contractor and employees to ensure
that the proper authorities are notified to remove any unauthorigzed persons from or
in the vioinity of their construction site.

Explanation: The Jury was very concerned about the fact that none of the wozrkers nor
the foreman, nor any of the sub-trades who saw the Tive inelwriated persons on
site, tried to ask them to leave {because they did not want to cause any trouble to
themselves) but still were leathe to call the police, They indicated that when
they DID call the pelice, the latter were slow to respond. However, in this
case, none of them called the police to remove the five people from the site, and
the Jury stated that in all cases, the police must be called....

FOLICE INVESTIGATION PEOCEDURNS

3.1 That appropriate tests be conducted on all evidence discovered at the scene of a
suspicious death that in smome way might be linked to the potentisl cause of death.

Explanation: - Ihis must refer to the fact that toluene was not amongst the substances
tested in the bloed of Trish. However, it had not been oimdered by the coroncr

because at the time the aulopsy was oxdered, there was no evidence that Trish
hergelf had been glue-sniffing along with the men. (That came out during the
inguest.) Also, the police. DID attempt to get finger-prints off all bottles, all
surfaces, all glue tubes, etc., but that finger-prints simply could not be 1lifted.
In future inquests, 1t is apparent that more time must be spent with the Jury while
the evidence is being given, to inform them about the actual manner in which these
-tests are done. To my recollection, I cannet remember anything that was not tester

exhaustively by the police identification unit.
[ V__D
,)/)/\ / Wf



THE CORONERS ACT - PROVINCE OF ONTARIO

VERDLCT EXPLANATION - B

NAME OF DECEASED: Ms, Patricia ("Trish") Carpenter aka Tamara SMOKE

REASON FOR EACH RECOMMENDATION WETH BRIEF EXPLANATION:

A
v

3.2 That the warrants of apprehension for both K.M. and R.D. be extended until
police have had the cpportunity to fully question them in this case.

Bxplanation: The Jury was unable to understand that these two witnesses simply
could not be found, although warrants for them to attend at the inquest had
been issued. The explanations were given to them with wespect to R.D.
[.D. was the father of the child, bub also had a lengthy criminal. record {given
to the Jury). He was on probation until the end of November, 1993, and sco
obviously had not wanted to be found at the time of the inguest. Howevexr;, thexe
was evidence that he had maltreated Trish on occaslons, and had given her a
“"black eye" and certainly had left her unconscious on the ground on September
24th, .. .and had come back on the 25th quite agiiated, asking "is she all xight?"
But, the police HAD taken a full statement from him that morning. The
Homicide Squad had taken a lead role in taking the statements from three of the
Tour who had been with Trish the previous night, including R.D. All statements
resulted in no charges being laid, and further investigations indicated that a
homicide had not taken place. R.D. had fully co-operated, but obviously,
the Jury had wanted to see him on the stand, and to listen to any cross-examlna-
tion. He absented himself, but the police will always remember and will
eventually pick him up for re-examination and will report back o the Coroner
should anything relevant be uncovered.

In the case of K.M., he simply disappeard over the hoarding fence the night of
S,ptember 24th, after Tighting with R.D. and another man (who was a witness at
the inquest), and was last heard of as going to see a sick relative in Kenora,
and also being in Winnipeg. There was only one sighting of him in Octoboer or
November, and then no word since that time. There was no way that a Warrant
could be served, and 1% is unlikely thait he would have heard about the inguest
if he were not in Toronto.

The police sought diligently in ail of their haunts for the few weeks Just
prior to ke Inquest, and also every night during the Inquest, and these two
wltnesses simply could not be found, despite the large network used by the police.

Assurances had been given to the Jury by the Investigating officer that the case
would be kept ¢open with respect to thede two men, whose pictures were entered in
as exhibits, and it is my bellief that the Jury made this recommendation as an
assurance to the mother and her extended family, that Trish's death would not

be forgotten with the end of the Inquest. L

Uoreoner's Note: The Investigating Officer and his parther were most diligenit in
obtaining statements from all witnesses at the work site on the day that Trish
was found...,gnd later in bringing all except for one, to the Inquest. They alsec
included the owner of the site, the president of the General Contracting Cowmpany,
eto. Other witnesses at the inquest included numerous social workers and
hostel workers from Jessle's, from Turning Point, Covenant House, and the Native
Child and Family Resource Centre (all non-mandated agencies).and from the Catheli
Childrens Aid Socliety and from ithe Metro Children 41é:. Soclety. The evidence
of these workers, and from Detective PERRY of the Juvenile Task I'oxce, could
well fomm a paper for all Cntario Coreners to share wlth schools in theix own
areas, Lo deter children Irom being drawn to the "mean streets of Toronto".

URY V8

- February 16-17th, 1992



